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The Crysalis project started in 2011 and is a three year project part
funded by the EU through the European Regional Development Fund
and the Interreg 2 seas programme which supports cross border,
cross regional collaborative projects.

The Crysalis Project is a collaboration between the University for

the Creative Arts in Rochester, leading the way in digital textile
development and engaging young entrepreneurs; Plymouth College
of Art which has a many years of experience in education and crafts;
International Center of Lace and Fashion in Calais, and TIO3 Textiles
Open Innovation Centre in Ronse, Belgium, both of whom have a rich
heritage of textile tradition and a strong focus on public engagement
and entrepreneurialism.

The subtitle of the Crysalis project is 'The Economic revival of textiles’
and whilst this may be over ambitious the aims of the project to
create a textile network combining partners and their contacts has
been achieved. By bringing together the economic, technicat and
creative resources of partners, the potential of heritage and hand
crafted alongside innovative textiles and fashion design knowhow has
enabled the facilitation of new enterprises in the textile sector.

The main thematic activities of the project are to enhance textile
potentials, as well as enhancing tey  : entrepreneurship and
knowledge. This is achieved by working with textile artists and
designers, museums with textile archives, textile businesses,
researchers and textile students.

One of the main outputs is to combine knowledge and tradition

with technology; c«  boration with innovation and big names

with textile start-ups. During the three year project Crysalis has
supported hundreds of textile entrepreneurs through the Professional
Programme series and Skill Tours.  gital Encounters is the final
exhibition in the Crysalis Moving Textiles exhibition series and the final
main deliverable for the University for Creative Arts. | hope you enjoy
and are inspired by the exhibition. | would like to take this oobortunity
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