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Technology moving too fast for the arts 
 
A nationwide consultation run by the visual arts centre for the Arts and 

Humanities Data Service has found that there are serious concerns 

within the arts education community relating to the impact of digital 

technologies on arts education and, in some ways, on the arts in general.  

 

The six month long consultation, commissioned by the Images Working 

Group of the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC), touched over 

150 arts education institutions, including some forty universities and more than thirty associated 

organisations, including Tate, Victoria and Albert Museum, Imperial War Museum, National Museums & 

Galleries of Wales and Scotland, National Portrait Gallery and English Heritage.   

 

A preliminary report on the consultation reveals that the arts education community is concerned by the 

speed with which technological change is happening, and is worried that that there is a lack of 

forethought and consideration for any negative impact that such change brings. Furthermore, the new 

technology seems to threaten livelihoods and the essential qualities of ‘human’ skills, with an apparent 

shift away from traditional expertise and resources towards increased ‘virtual learning’ and reliance on 

online materials with all attendant problems. And, for tutors and students alike, there is a perceived lack 

of support and investment for the new technologies across the sector. In particular, there are fears that, 

although a balance of old and new is to be desired, financial and strategic imperatives mean that this is 

unlikely to happen. Institutes will not, the community believes, maintain ‘out-of-date’ equipment and 

practices because of issues with cost, space, expertise and, increasingly, health & safety.   
 

Despite such concerns, the consultation has clearly demonstrated that, overall, the community is keen to 

embrace the new technology, but in a measured and informed way, and in a manner that would 

compliment, rather than replace, traditional art teaching and practice. Sculptor Antony Gormley, when 

asked about digital imaging by AHDS Visual Arts Director Mike Pringle, at the Association of Art 

Historians’ conference, perhaps sums up the art education community’s feelings about digital media. He 

stated that his studio practice now made use of digital technologies and that “the Angel of the North 

could not have been made without digital space”, but also emphasised the importance to him of taking 

his work “out of the virtual and into the real”. 
 
Contact: Polly Christie - 01252 892807 - polly@vads.ahds.ac.uk  
 
Website: www.thedigitalpicture.ac.uk.    
 
 
 



Notes to editor: 
 
The coordinators of the Digital Picture, AHDS Visual Arts, have a significant online image collection 
composed of images that have been digitized by or for the education sector. Please feel free to explore 
the collections to see if there are any images that you would like to include in an article. 
 
Website: http://www.visualarts.ahds.ac.uk 
 
 
AHDS Visual Arts is the visual arts centre for the Arts and Humanities Data Service, a National body, 
funded by the JISC and AHRC (see below) established to provide digital resources, preservation 
services and advice to UK education and research communities. AHDS Visual Arts is hosted by the 
Surrey Institute of Art & Design, University College and is one of five centres. The others are: 
Archaeology, hosted by York; History, Essex; Literature, Languages and Linguistics, Oxford; and 
Performing Arts, Glasgow. AHDS Executive is hosted at Kings College, London. 
 
Website: http://www.visualarts.ahds.ac.uk 
 
JISC is the Joint Information Services Committee. JISC works with further and higher education by 
providing strategic guidance, advice and opportunities to use Information Communication Technology to 
support teaching, learning, research and administration. 
With funding from the UK further and higher 
education funding councils, JISC provides a 
centralised and co-ordinated direction for the 
development of ICT infrastructure and activities. 
This project is funded by JISC’s Images 
Working Group. 
 
Website: http://www.jisc.ac.uk 
 
AHRC is the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council. The AHRC supports research within a 
huge subject domain from traditional humanities 
subjects, such as history, modern languages 
and English literature, to the creative and 
performing arts. The AHRC funds research and 
postgraduate study within the UK's higher 
education institutions. In addition, on behalf of 
the Higher Education Funding Council for 
England, it provides funding for museums, 
galleries and collections that are based in, or 
attached to, higher education institutions in 
England. 
 
Website: http://www.ahrc.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
the Digital Picture ‘logo’

 Surrey Institute of   
 c/o Surrey Institute of Art & Design, University College, Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7DS 
 Tel: 01252 892723   Fax: 01252 892725   Email: info@vads.ahds.ac.uk 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /SymbolMT
    /Webdings
    /Wingdings2
    /Wingdings3
    /Wingdings-Regular
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


